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Index to Articles

March-April, 1992

Historic Sites in Hightstown and E. Windsor: 6th installment
Describes Hutchinson family cemetery in Etra containing the graves of early settlers William and Ann Hutchinson. They were buried on their own farmland circa 1770 and 1801, respectively.  The lives of their children are profiled: Robert, Elizabeth, William Jr., Sarah, John, Joseph, Ann, Catherine, Dorothy, Lydia, Rachel Mary and Nathaniel. Their  varied livelihoods give a good example of the types of work available at the time. Subsequent owners of the farm included Daniel Johnes, Samuel Clark Johnes, Isaac Goldy, Samuel Goldy and two sisters, Permelia H. Snowhill, Caroline S. Goldy, Cora Swan, John Waddy, Clarence M. Waddy, Abraham Ralph, Benjamin G. Everett, Lenora Reynolds Everett (wife) and William Everett (brother), (unknown) Nurko, Ellwood C. Tantum, Harold A. Mohr, Wiley Miner, and Mildred M. Seebree. The house was razed in 1971.

The Gustaf A. Johnson House on South Street was built around 1917 by Elmer B. Chamberlin, though the land was initially owned by Rebecca Ward Johnes, Blanche J. Rue , her daughter, Melville Perrine Chamberlin and Elmer b. Chamberlin. Subsequent owners included Gustaf A. Johnson, Ella M. Ivins Johnson, Arthur R. Sykes, Robert C. Dunham and two sisters, Charles T. Canta and Robert E. Tuleya. The house loosely follows a Colonial Revival style.

May-June, 1992
Historic Sites in Hightstown and E. Windsor: 7th installment
Anderson-Holland house, circa 1860 is the most ornamented house in E. Windsor. Farm originally belonged to Abraham Bergen prior to 1827. Subsequent owners and land purchasers/sellers included Samuel Johnes, Stephen and Jesse Anderson, Lydia Perrine, Britton Applegate, Jacob Perrine, George Haviland, William Norton, Michael Holland, Route 130, Anthony Muldoon, Leonard Lewis, NJ State Police Barracks, Cranbury Manor, Pagano, Benjamin Zaitz, Stanley Sackowitz and the Summit Trust Company. 
Windsor Hollow and Windsor Mill Prehistoric Sites on One Mile Road have Early and Middle Archaic deposits from circa 8000 BC - 4000BC are rare in New Jersey. In 1701, London merchant William Dockwra owned the land until he transferred it to Humphrey Bowles, his grandson. Subsequent owners include Oliver DeLaney, Henry cuyler, Jr., George Rhea, John Pullen, George Ely, Robert and Wilson and Rescarrick Ayres. Old Trenton Road was opened in 1803 and One Mile Road in 1834. Ownership continued with Jefferson Wright, James and Elias Wilson, James Conover, Nelson Petty, Vincent VanNest who discovered Indian spear heads and earthenware. To be continued.

September- October, 1992

Joseph J. Ely defends freedom of religion in local paper in 1855. 

Historic Sites in Hightstown and E. Windsor: 7th installment continued
Windsor Hollow and Windsor Mill Prehistoric Sites on One Mile road passed through many hands beginning in 1887: Stults, Allen, Greene, Dick, Kressel, Juris, D’Anna, Slapack, Freed, Feinstein, Beytas,O’Hara, Princeton Land Partnership, Windsor/Hollow-Toll Brothers.

More information on the William and Ann Hutchinson Family and Farm, 1930-1958.
Second Historic House Tour scheduled for Sunday, October 18.

November- December, 1992

Historic Sites in Hightstown and East Windsor, Part 8. 
The Abijah Applegate House on Etra Road was built circa 1823.

January-February, 1993

Historic Sites in Hightstown and East Windsor, Part 9. 
Elizabeth R. Tracy House, circa 1890, 232 Stockton Street. Also Charles M. Perrine, 1830-1912, who married Caroline Perrine in 1858. He built his own home and John T. Hutchinson farmhouse and was an officer of the Universalist Church. Daughter Emma Carrroll taught in Spotswood and elsewhere and married Asher V. Bellis in 1903.

May-June, 1993

Bob Craig’s Theory of Hight’s Ancestry, Part 1, presented at the Society’s March 1992 general meeting.
September-October 1993

The Historical Society is given the minute book of the Hightstown Universalist Church. Records cover the period Sunday School in the 1850s until the church closed in 1918.

John & Mary Hight: Their Life and Times, Part 2
Bob Craig’s topics include Hightstown in 1721, Hight’s Family and Early Career, Hight’s Mill, Hight’s Tavern and John Hight as Constable. To Be continued.

January-February, 1994  
Many paratroopers first learned their craft in Hightstown. Details are given about the Switlik Corporation and the Safe Parachute Jump Company

My Military Service During World War II by John William Orr, Jr. Closely following Pearl Harbor, Mr. Orr enlisted in the U.S. Coast Guard. After stints guarding Ellis Island and the S.S. Boston, Mr. Orr became a Radioman on the Coast Guard Cutter “Kimball,” patrolling off Long Island and New Jersey. “During a northeaster…it was just as easy to walk on the bulkhead as it was to walk the deck. Back home..my father was one of the persons manning the observer post on top of Peddie’s Memorial Hall.” After becoming a Long Range Radio Navigator, Mr. Orr traveled to Morotai Island in Japanese territory. “We would always take shelter from these (night) nuisance raids bccause the Japanese were so notoriously inaccurate that they might just accidentally hit us.” To Be continued.

May-June, 1994

Society Wins Grant A guide to manuscript, photograph, map and newspaper collections will be prepared using a grant from the NJ Historical Commission.

Historic Sites in Hightstown and East Windsor, Part 11. 
The house at 408 S. Main Street and its neighbor were built for Mr. Charles A. Mason and Forman A. Updike. They married Dey sisters Cora and Bertha. Arts & Crafts and Prairie styles are present in the designs. Updike & Mason operated a coal business on Mercer Street.  In earlier years, the land housed Aaron Ely (1866) and Martin M. Nolan. Ownership has since been held by two generations of the Stults family.

In 1805, William Hutchinson sold land east of Etra to Ezekiel Hutchinson. The deed mentions a brick (unusual) house which no longer exists. The house belonged to Joseph Hutchinson and was built in 1802 or earlier.
A Little Piece of Gazette History Martin Luther Groves, faithful employee of the Gazette, left Hightstown for his relatives in the west.

John Orr’s Research Yields More About the Nortons Continued from the prior newsletter: In 1885, Joshua R. Norton and Richard Wykoff Norton operated five greenhouses on Ward Street, taking water from Peddie Lake. Sidney Denise and H.H. Seabrook were earlier owners of the house on the property.

Reed family portraits and business papers were donated to the Society by Mrs. C. Copleston.

A Tale of Two Mantels, by Robert Craig, describes the strong workmanship of mantels originally belonging to William Hutchinson Sr. and Adam Shaw, who married a daughter of William. The East Windsor mantels date back to the eighteenth century.

Mystery! “Underground Railroad” in Hightstown and East Windsor?, by Robert Craig. Accounts by son Rudolph and nephew Edward Ogden support stories that Enoch Middleton of Crosswicks was a stop on the Underground Railroad. They reported delivering a slave “concealed and covered” with straw to the next stop-in Hightstown. In another instance, Patience Track, a slave, made her way north to E. Windsor, where she was captured. Family lore has it that Aaron Ely paid her ransom to make her a freed woman. 

Early Water System Brought to Light A surprising find was made when excavations were made in front of the Great American Saloon and Eatery (now Tavern on the Lakes, 2009) in 1993. An early wooden water pipe was discovered and possible as old as the early 1800s. In 1817, Major James Cook was authorized to draw water to his accommodation near the Tavern location.

September-October, 1994 

World War II “Memories by Oscar Lewis Rand” Mr. Rand joined the U.S. Naval Reserve in 1942, assigned to the Naval Intelligence Section. After spending 18 months at McArthur’s HQ in Brisbane, Australia, McArthur’s HQ was moved to Hollandia, New Guinea. “On Sept. 1, 1944, I found myself in the midst of a navy task force headed for Leyte Gulf. Our ship…was a floating radio station.” Rand tells how broken Japanese codes led to a successful ambush of Japanese at Leyte. Kamikaze planes made the following weeks “unpleasant.” Next followed assignments of aid to Admiral Kinkaid and later Admiral Barbey. Mr. Rand left the service in May of 1947, completing four years with a Bronze Star medal for meritorious service.

November-December, 1994

A brief history of Etra is reprinted with permission from the East Windsor Twp. Historic Preservation Commission. The commission is identifying historic landmarks for the Master Plan. “Etra, first known as Scrabbletown” and later as “Milford,” occupies the northern part of the William Hutchinson tract purchased in 1740.” Etra Lake was formed in 1773 when a local miller called John Cosman built a gristmill on Rocky Brook. The article goes on to mention the creation of Etra, Cedarville and Milford roads, the Methodist meeting house (1790) and cemetery. Etra is an acronym for ETR Applegate, who was a judge and NJ assemblyman was raised there. Map of village included.

The Mount-Ely-Hancock House was built in 1800 with two additional rooms added in 1860. Families associated with this farm house include Hezekiah and Richard Mount (who married Lydia Dey), Samuel and Ann Ely, Abijah Ely who married Rebecca Mount and finally William W. Conover. The property was divided and subsequent owners included Bodine, Hancock, Fielder and Abijah C. Mount. In 1860, Elijah and Lydia Ann Hancock enlarged the house to its current size. Subsequent house or landowners included W. R. Norton, W.W. Taylor, S. Richardson, E.J Pullen, J.S. Wilson, A. Abramowitz, C.C. and A. F. Nairn, W. P. Chase, J. McGuckin, R.P. Kiel, S. Estenes. In 1981, the house was saved when Michael and Frances Pane moved the house from the Etra area to Hidden Springs Lane. 

Genealogist “Hutch” Hutchinson recommends that the trail of history may go “dead” when someone changes their name. His example is of “Charles H. Wood,” who was Charley Winters since “I shot that man at Jefferson Barracks when he tried to get away from me.” Fort Stanton, New Mexico, 1887.
January – February, 1995

Grace Rogers Celebrates Her 90th Birthday
March-April, 1995

Society Honors Clifford Pullen A plaque was awarded to Clifford Pullen in thanks for many years of service to the Society.
Grace Norton Rogers Remembered At Memorial Service Grace Norton Rogers, who passed away in late 1994, was remembered by her friends at a memorial service on January 8, 1995. Reverend Robert Coates called her “Mrs. Hightstown” while Joseph Chibarro remembered her for “her love of life, her sense of humor,  her smile, and her love of children and all people.” The Rev. George Hancock-Steffan described Grace as “transparent, principled, committed and inspirational.”  

William Fisher, A Soldier of the Revoluation William Fischer was an early resident of East Windsor and a pensioner of the Revolutionary War. He was buried in the Dutch Neck Presbyterian churchyard. His relatives are named in the article.
Looking Back On Our Newsletter lists major articles printed from 1989-1994.
The library holds a collection of medical prescriptions from the 1930s and 1940s. these were donated by David Goldstein who owned the Hights pharmacy on Main Street for many years.

Mystery! Murder in Hightstown in 1776? Bob Craig writes a story about a local revolutionary-era mystery. Several theories describe the death by shooting of Isaac Pearson in the winter of 1776-1777 in Allentown or Hightstown.  Mr. Pearson may have been a Patriot who lost his nerve or he may have been a Tory supporting England. The article gives a sense of the danger to all men at the time if they were caught in the wrong place at the wrong time. Bob Craig, the author, quotes from a history of Hamilton Township written by Helen Almy West and published in 1954.
The Hights Mrs. Thomas Dunn of Heber Springs Arkansas, questions whether Joseph Haight who operated a tavern in Bristol Township was a son of Hightstown’s namesake, John Hight.
Still Waiting! headlines a photograph of a baseball team of black members, asking for help in identifying the men.

May-June, 1995

WW II: Did You Know “Miss Hightstown” in 1943? “Miss Hightstown” was the name of a twin-engine bomber in 1943. She was named by Captain Walter e. Wright of Princeton Road. The article continues with details of Captain Wright’s civilian career and his forbears, who are buried in Cedar Hill Cemetery. The Wrights date back to a time before the turn of the 19th century.

Freight Station Repairs Structural repair including a new roof for the Freight Station began in April for $20,000.

Historic Sites in Hightstown and East Windsor, Part 13. 

The John B. Polhemus house on Stockton Street sits on land originally belonging to Dr. Enoch Wilson who lived from 1777 to 1826. The land changed hands several times before John Polhemus purchased it from Mary F. Job in 1889 and built a house. Mr. Polhemus was foreman of the Hightstown sub-division of the Pennsylvania Railroad. When Mr. Polhemus died, Elizabeth married Anthony Hendrickson.  Purchased by Sadie Ely, the house remained an Ely residence for two generations. 

St. James AME Church On Summit Street The St. James AME church on summit Street is described.  Founded in 1868 by Reverend Grimes, the articles names its first preacher, trustrees, stewards and exhorters.
The Methodist Church…Milford and Hightstown gives information beyond a previous article.  Author Richard Hutchinson relates the Methodist group’s history from its earliest meetings in a tavern to the present-day edifice on Stockton Street. This includes meeting in the home of “Father” Joseph Hutchinson, then a small wood church in Etra, then known as Milford, a small brick meeting house on Stockton Street and finally the present-day church built in 1857.
A History of Saint Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church is reprinted from an 1885-1985 centennial history.  From 1852 to 1885, mass was heard in the homes of Hightstown individuals via visiting preachers. In 1885, Saint Anthony was incorporated and three lots were purchased for the erection of a church on Franklin Street. The rectory was built in 1912 and the grotto in 1954. In 1947, the parish purchased the property at 237 Franklin Street to begin a catechetical Center. In 1970, a much larger church was completed.

Sept. -Oct. 1995
Early Area Residents: Christopher Hartman, Minuteman. The article relates the history of Hartman (1750-1833), who was an ancestor of the Hutchinson family of East Windsor Township. The article includes historical documents related to him, his wife Mary and their involvement with the Revolutionary War. 

Society Gets “Lost” Maxwell Collection for Library: A letter of introduction written by Mary Norton of Hightstown for the author Gertrude Maxwell (1840-1939) to Clara Burton, two daguerreotypes of unidentified relatives, an original copy of the author’s memoir “My First Decade”, the typescript manuscript of his biography, and extensive genealogical materials on Wyckoff, Applegate, Baird, Forman, Vandenbergh and other related kin have been donated to the library.
Nov. - Dec. 1995
Early Area Residents: Christopher Hartman. The article from Sep-Oct 1995 continues with an affidavit from Robert English which mentions Hightstown being the meeting place for Minutemen and their activities in New Jersey during the Revolutionary War.

Jan. -  Feb. 1996
Early Area Residents: Pompey Updike. Describes the discovery of a Negro burial site in Dutch Neck from 1917. The remains have been identified as those of the Pompey Updike (1803-1890) family. The graves were found near the Dutch Neck School and the article includes historical background of the school.  The article an in-depth exploration of Updike from records from courts, collections, and grave stones. 

The Jacob Whittick Quilt. Describes quilt presented to Jacob Whittick Hatter, in 1842 for reasons presently unknown. The article describes Jacob’s background and lists the names of the people who had stitched each square. Names include Appleget, Norris, Hutchinson, Cox, Dey and many others. 

The History of Ely House: The article describes the history of Hightstown, the first developments, and the location of landmarks including the history of Ely House.

Mar. -  Apr. 1996

The Undertaker’s Poems: The article, related to the Jan-Feb 1996 article about Pompey and Ely House, is about the undertaker’s son Elmer J. Rogers (1863-1926) who married the daughter of the residents of Ely House. The article presents a samplings of the published poems by Rogers from a book entitled “Idle Moments.” 

Early Area Residents: The “Samuel Sloan” House, 238 S. Main St, Hightstown: An in-depth article describing the history of Sloan House (1856) and the financial tribulations of its occupants. Sloan House is presently situated on the corner of South Main and South Streets and is registered in both New Jersey and National Registers of Historic Places.

May. – Jun. 1996

The Blizzard Really Held Us Up: Hutchinson draws an analogy between the 1996 blizzard with the historical ones in the Hightstown area.  Namely the blizzard of 1914 is described highlighting its effects on the community. 

A Hightstonian’s Western Travel Experiences: The article, a verbatim reproduction of a letter published in the Hightstown Excelsior on June 13th, 1857, narrates the experiences of a traveler going towards the west from Philadelphia to Pittsburg via rail and traveling onwards to Cincinnati via steamboat. 

The Law of the Land in 1684: In depicting the law of the land, a court case and its verdict are presented regarding the birth of a child to an unwed woman. The man is found guilty and sentenced to 10 days in jail or 60 shillings and the woman ordered to be taken to the whipping place, stripped down to the waist and to receive 5 lashes on her back. 

Pompey Updike Update: The article follows up on the story (Jan.-Feb. 1996) of the found grave of Pompey and gives further historical details of his life in the Hightstown area.

William Stults Inn, Cranbury, New Jersey: An 1870 land survey depicts the south side of Scott Avenue and North Main Street in Cranbury. Of particular interest is the exact location of the Inn.   

Sep. – Oct. 1996
Time Capsule Found: In April Hutchinson came across an article from the 1920’s that indicated that there is a time capsule buried within the walls of Memorial Lake. Hutchinson does the leg work and finally gets the permission to retrieve the capsule which includes 8”x10” photographs and a hard bound copy of the Idle Moments (see Mar-Apr 1996), among the interesting objects. 

Local Families: The Leshins and the Goldsteins:  The history of Jewish families of the early 1900s is studied. The families arrived from Poland and Russia, and set up residence in Hightstown at 120 Stockton Street and 564 South Main Street which is the 88 Acre Wyckoff Farm and House.

Nov. – Dec. 1996
The Railroad Hotel Guest Registers Come Back to Hightstown: The article describes the history of the guests and proprietors of the building that had stood at the intersection of what is now known as Main Street and Stockton Street. The building housed a hotel under different names for over 200 years. 
News from the Front: A Soldier in 1862: Soldier of the Civil War William C. Gorman’s hand-written letters to Ely are discussed. The letters detail the descriptions of a camp in Maryland. 
Students of the Fairplay School, Monmouth County: The history of two schools, Brick Scholl House and Fairplay School are discussed. The schools would have been located on Rt. 571 near the Mercer-Monmouth county lines, and Perrineville road and Rt. 571. 
Another Time Capsule Lies Buried in Hightstown: Another time capsule is reported to rest at the base of the monument at Morrison (now known as Rogers Avenue) and Stockton Streets. The monument was erected in the 1860s and the capsule contains the list of officers of the East Windsor Monument Association, the organizations history, copies and history of the Hightstown Gazette among other things.

Jan. – Feb. 1997
Time Capsule Sealed for 100 Years: The 1923 time capsule recovered in the article of Sep-Oct 1996 is replaced by a new one for 100 years in the same place where the original was found. This capsule contains photographs, copies of local publications, copies of historical photos dating back to the 1800s, local postcards, and other items of local interest. 

The Burning of Hightstown 1882: The article takes an in-depth look at the fire of Sunday, February 5th 1882 that burned the Hightstown downtown area. Special attention is paid to the fire’s discovery, firefight, the wind conditions, damages, Hightstown Gazette’s reporter’s historical testimonial, and recovered items. 

Fire in the Outhouse: The fire that broke out in the Trinity Church’s outhouse on another wintry day in 1904 is related.

Mar. – Apr. 1997
The Walking Sticks of Hightstown Physician Dr. Joseph Price Johnson: Hutchinson while discussing the time capsule contents of Sep.-Oct 1996 with Harriet O’Rourke of Hightstown learns that she had inherited the walking stick of her great-grandfather Dr. Johnson (1838-1913). Hutchinson begins exploring the history of the doctor: his birth, death, marriage, place of practice, other professions, and finally the history of the stick. 
Members of the Cabinet and Staff of the Railroad Hotel: The Railroad Hotel was frequented by people after work for ‘partake of food and drink.’ One employee of the hotel kept a quite cryptic roster of the members of the hotel with nicknames associated with each member which to this day remain mysteries.

May – Jun. 1997
Hertzog’s Photographic Collection Recovered: The photographic collection of local amateur photographer and late professor of Peddie School Phares H. Hertzog (b. 1880) has been recovered. One of his pictures was in the time capsule of Sep.-Oct. 1996, but was rendered illegible. The back of the photograph included a negative number in the 200s which prompted Hutchinson to track down the photographer’s descendants and eventually the photographs. 
Gertrude Appleget Wyckoff: Hutchinson chronicles the birth, adoption, marriage and life of Gertrude (1840-1939).   She had written her autobiography which will be published as chapters in subsequent issues of the Society News (chapter 1 is included in this article). 
Who Designed the Samuel Sloan House? The Search Continues: The Mar.-Apr. 1996 issue described the Sloan House; however, little was known of its architect. The current article expands on the search. 
Sister of Dead Soldier: The article describes how a dead soldier’s sister Mrs. Charles F. Hunt of Forman Street, learned of her brother’s grave site from an article that appeared in the Hightstown Gazette in 1905.

Sep. – Oct. 1997

William Hight: The Hights family records disappear from New Jersey in the early 1800s. Hutchinson looks to Ohio to follow up on the Hights family’s history with William (1978-1873). 
Gertrude Appleget Wyckoff Maxwell: Gertrude’s autobiography, started in the May-Jun. 1997 issue, continues with Chapter 2 and editorial notes. 
The Day the Earth Moved: Hightstown was jolted by a rare earthquake on Sunday August 8th, 1884. The article describes the time, effect, and reaction to the quake.
Nov. – Dec. 1997
Gertrude Appleget Wyckoff Maxwell: Gertrude’s autobiography, started in the May-Jun. 1997 issue, continues with Chapter 3 and editorial notes. 
“Them Things That Go On Land”: On November 18th 1833, the first passenger was killed in a railroad mishap near Hightstown. George Morrell describes the incident citing 6 sources. Notable among the passengers on board was industrialist Cornelius “The Commodore” Vanderbilt. 

Another Time Capsule Discovered and Recovered: As East Windsor celebrated its bicentennial, the society made it known that a time capsule existed and was located at the top of the Norton tower in the East Windsor Cemetery. The location is referenced in the 14th August 1884 article of the Hightstown Gazette. The current article explores the capsule’s recovery and its contents.

Jan. – Feb. 1998

Gertrude Appleget Wyckoff Maxwell: Gertrude’s autobiography, started in the May-Jun. 1997 issue, continues with Chapter 4 and editorial notes. This chapter is important to Hightstown as it gives insight into the construction of the house that presently stands at the intersection of North Main Street and Wyckoff’s Mill Road. 

The Hutchinson Family of East Windsor Township, Middlesex County:  Richard Hutchinson expounds on his ancestral background through an article which appeared in the Village Record, dated 20th November 1857. He also cites a response to the article written by a family member which was published in the same paper on the 27th of November 1857

Mar. – Apr. 1998
Gertrude Appleget Wyckoff Maxwell: Gertrude’s autobiography, started in the May-Jun. 1997 issue, continues with Chapter 5 and editorial notes.

Hightstown Rebuilds: A 1920 fire had devastated the Mills located at the intersection of Franklin and North Main Streets. The article describes the state of Hightstown before and after the rebuilding effort. A letter was sent to every household to raise funds for the rebuilding. The letter, reproduced here, describes the Boroughs plans for the erection of Memorial Park. 

Does Anything Really Change?: In the early 1700 and 1800s men of the area often met in taverns to “discuss anything and everything and where disputes were often settled.” This article describes a brawl that took place in an inn in Mount Holly, Burlington County in the 1790s as evidenced by an affidavit from that period.

May – Jun. 1998
Gertrude Appleget Wyckoff Maxwell: Gertrude’s autobiography, started in the May-Jun. 1997 issue, continues with Chapter 6 and editorial notes.

Happiness was an Octagon:  The octagonal shape is somewhat unusual for a house; nevertheless such a house exists at the intersection of South and South Main Streets.  Such a design for houses was a fad in the 1850s. The article describes the origins for such designs. 

Orpha Giberson’s Wish Not Fulfilled:  Orpha Giberson, appearing in Gertrude’s biography published sequentially in the Society News since May, was a sexton of the Hightstown Baptist Church Cemetery and used to sleep with her gravestone at the foot of her bed so that she may get a proper marked burial. The article discusses the condition of the graveyard (1700s to present) and why her attempts for a proper burial to this day remain in vain.

Sep. – Oct. 1998
The Estate of Sarah Hutchinson West: The Society News is one of the 21 beneficiaries to the estate of Sarah Hutchinson (b 1898).

Great Aunt Sarah Hutchinson: In anticipation of the reader’s question which naturally arises from the first article, Richard Hutchinson gives a detail of Sara Hutchinson’s life history.  

Gertrude Appleget Wyckoff Maxwell: Gertrude’s autobiography, started in the May-Jun. 1997 issue, continues with Chapter 7 and editorial notes.

Nov. – Dec. 1998
Gertrude Appleget Wyckoff Maxwell: Gertrude’s autobiography, started in the May-Jun. 1997 issue, continues with Chapter 8 and editorial notes.

Sarah Hutchinson West Funds Come to Society: The Hightstown-East Windsor Historical Society received a check in the amount of $276,429.80 from Richard Hutchinson, the co-executor of his great aunt’s estate.

Jan. – Feb. 1999
Gertrude Appleget Wyckoff Maxwell: Gertrude’s autobiography, started in the May-Jun. 1997 issue, continues with Chapter 9 and editorial notes.

Hightstown Tests its New Bridge: The article of January 4th, 1872 discussing the testing of the new iron railroad bridge over Main Street is reproduced. 

The Area’s Discovery of Coal for Heating: The article of January 4th 1872 describing the first use of coal and the trials associated with its transport to this area in the year 1826 is reprinted.  An editorial byline gives a biography of the coal pioneer of Trenton. 

Causeman/Cosman/Cassman Slave Manumissions: Hutchinson reports the story of a slave manumission that took place in 1807 in Middlesex County indicated by the will of Margaret Causeman. 

The Burning of the Original 18th Century Structure Known as Hightstown Mills: April 18th 1872 article from the Hightstown Gazette reports the burning of the Mill, the fire’s discovery, origin, and fire fighting efforts. The editorial footnote places the Mill to have been located at the site of the present day dam on the corner of Franklin and Main Streets. 

Christmas as Reported 127 Years Ago: A dull and dreary Christmas Day is described.
Mar. – Apr. 1999?
Gertrude Appleget Wyckoff Maxwell: Gertrude’s autobiography, started in the May-Jun. 1997 issue, continues with Chapter 10 and editorial notes.

Early Hightstown Tavern Located: An 1875 Hightstown Gazette article is utilized to locate the Tavern of Adam Shaw.  

Where Have the Good ‘Ol Days Gone?: Hutchinson uses an 1875 article to reflect upon the society’s changing attitudes towards women. 

Hightstown’s Appearance Circa 1853:  A reminiscent article of 1903 describes what the town looked like in 1853. It sketches the evolution of the Town from a hamlet to a prosperous manufacturing town. The article describes the town’s church, stores, hotel, attractions, places of trade, and the eventual incorporation into a Borough.

Some “Local Notes” of Hightstown in 1905: Highlights of the 3 May 1905 issue of the Hightstown Gazette include the anniversary of town’s first policeman, a break-in at the Maxwell residence, a burglary at the Davidson home on the Wyckoff farm, the town’s famous pool player, improvements to the Presbyterian parsonage, and the receipt of a pension by the widow Mrs. Scroggy. 

John Bull Rides Again: The first of two 1876 article reports the maiden journey of the locomotive nick named” Old Johnny Bull”. The locomotive was made in England in 1832, and its first trip is through Hightstown. The second article reports the reappointment of Johnny Bull for the centennial celebrations.

May – Jun. 1999
Gertrude Appleget Wyckoff Maxwell: Gertrude’s autobiography, started in the May-Jun. 1997 issue, continues with Chapter 11 and editorial notes. Editor states that the next several chapters of her book will not be printed as they relate her life away from Hightstown. 

 The Friday Club’s Tea Party: Hightstown Gazette article of May 31st 1906 describes the tea party that takes place at Gertrude Appleget’s home on North Main Street.  The article refers to a lot of items that are treasured in her memory, which subsequently will be auctioned off during the last few and sad days at her home. Hutchinson asks the reader to take note so that the full impact of reading the final chapter in next month’s Society News can be appreciated. 

The Little Bottle: Hightstown Gazette, 25th August 1876 reports the discovery of a bottle at Ocean Grove that contains the message of 185 lives lost at sea.

Sep. –Oct. 1999
Gertrude Appleget Wyckoff Maxwell: Gertrude’s autobiography, started in the May-Jun. 1997 issue, concludes with Chapter 18 and editorial notes. As alluded to in the May-Jun 1999 issue, the final chapter describes the tragic last days of Gertrude’s life in which she has to sell her ancestral home. See the May-Jun. 1999 article The Friday Club’s Tea Party for further details of the items sold at auction. 

Society Newsletter Finishes 2nd Again in National Competition: The newsletter received 291 points out of a possible 300 to finish 2nd in the national competition. 

Cranbury Lodge, No 47, A.F. & A.M. – 1825: The 1878 article lists the names of the members of the lodge. 
Dedication Day is Set: The dedication of the Sara Hutchinson West Education Center at Ely House will take place on October 3rd, 1999 with reenactment of the Friday team party (May-Jun 1999) and other functions.

Nov. – Dec. 1999
The Irreverent Reverend: Reverend Robert E. Morrison (b. 1800) lived at the house that sits to the rear of the large lot on the corner of Morrison Avenue and Summit Street. He became the President of the Central Bank of New Jersey.  This article, which describes this man of whom little is known, continues in the next newsletter. 

The Sarah Hutchinson West Education Center Dedication: Photos and stories from the dedication ceremony of October 3rd 1999 are presented.

??? Jan 2000?
The Irreverent Reverend: The story of Reverend Robert E. Morrison (b. 1800) continues from Nov. – Dec. 1999. 

African-American Families: 12 articles from the 1870s-1880s are reproduced that give information regarding African-American families of this area. It is difficult to perform a genealogical study of African-American families because of slavery and such small pieces of information help in the search. 

Advice to Young Wives: An 1881 Gazette describes the qualities of a young woman that makes her an ideal wife for a hard working young man.  

The Low Stockton Street Bridge: Many residents might remember how trucks would get stuck or rip the tops of their trailers on the Stockton Street Bridge. An 1884 article reports it was not that the bridge was built too low, but that the street underneath had grown too high!

Mar. – Apr. 2000
The Irreverent Reverend: The story of the Reverend Robert E. Morrison (b. 1800) continues from Jan. – Feb. 2000. 

More About Hightstown’s Early Photographers: Pre-World War I photographers of the Hightstown area include George Laws, Armstrong and Decamp, A. T. Wilson, Blauvelt, Anderson, Biddle and Auxer   among others from as far back as 1850. 

Washington’s Birthday Celebrated in Hightstown: Article describes how the General’s birthday was celebrated in Hightstown during the Civil War year 1862.

May – Jun. 2000
Applegate/Appleget: One of the Early Families of Monmouth County, New Jersey: Drawing from the 1886 Gazette article entitled “An Ancient Document”, Hutchinson presents the will of Thomas Appleget dated November 16th 1770. The publication of the original article was followed by the research findings of Edwin Salter regarding the Appleget families. 
The Moore Ford on the Millstone River: The first bridge across the Millstone was constructed by Rescarrick Moore, Mr. A. M. Taylor’s grandfather. This issue contains pictures of the Taylor farm. 
Query: Mary H. Hirst of Ohio requests information regarding Robert English (1756-1834) of the area.

Sep. – Oct. 2000
Historical Society Takes First Place: The top honor for the 2000 National Genealogical Society Newsletter Competition goes to the Society! 

Society’s House Tour Dates are Set:  Dates and ticket information are posted for the tour of the locale’s historical homes. 

An Old Book: Mr. Charles C. Johnson was kept immaculate records of the finances for the old mill which stood on the grounds of Meadow Lakes on Etra Road.  This article recounts some details of those records from the years 1840 to ‘42. 

Mother Hubbard Causing a Problem:  An amusing article regarding the “dress code” of the 1880s. 

Hightstown’s First Musical Instrument for Church: An 1888 article is cited which refers to the demolition of the Universalist Church to make way for the post office on South Main Street.

Nov. – Dec. 2000
The Rest of the Story: The final chapter of the stories of the people associated with the Hightstown’s Central Bank Scandal of the 1850s and 1860s. This follows from the preceding stories entitled The Irreverent Reverend from Nov-Dec 1999, Jan-Feb 2000, and Mar-Apr 2000. 

The Basket Maker: An obituary of the basket maker Dey Stults; who passed away on November 29th 1894.  

Jan. – Feb. 2001
St. James A.M.E. Church Hightstown N.J:  From historical documentation of the 1880s, this article relates the origins of the church on Summit Street. 
Speaker Set for Annual Dinner Meeting: Jane Peters, a well known speaker of Civil War topics, was to address the Society’s annual dinner on January 21st, 2001. 
African-American Notes: Extending the efforts of Jan. – Feb. 2000, the current issue cites 7 more articles from the 1870s-1880s to facilitate genealogical research of local African-American families.

Mar. – Apr. 2001

The Arrest of Mayor and Council: In the late 1800’s, the town’s Mayor and Council find themselves in some political trouble over the disputes surrounding the “mecademization” (the paving of roadways with stone) of the roads leading in and out of Hightstown. 

Elizabeth “Betty” Cunningham: Obituary for the Society’s friend who passed away on January 31st 2001. 

The Charles R. Field Family:  A very pleasant reunion of the Freehold Fields family is recounted using documentation from the 1890’s.

May – Jun. 2001
The Origins of the Universalist Church of Hightstown:  The personal copy of a book on the origins of Universalism belonging to Joseph J. Ely Esq. abounds in his notes on its margins. The article references Ely’s insights and recounts the origins of the church in this area of New Jersey beginning in the 1700s.   

Early Transportation: A short article with a picture depicts a stage coach in Allentown. Hightstown was on the stage route between New York and Philadelphia. 

Historical Society Book Catalog for Spring 2001:  11 books are available for sale from the Society. The books are listed with title, author, time period and content.

Sep. – Oct. 2001

History of the Hightstown-East Windsor Historical Society: The Society’s “autobiography” relates its formation and development since 1971 up to the 30th anniversary in 2001. 
The Origins of the Universalist Church of Hightstown:  The history of the church continues from the May – Jun. 2001 issue.    

Aunt Betsy Dorseit: The 1879 funeral service and its attendees for Miss Dorsett of Middletown are recounted. 
Kindness Expressed at Time of Need, Not Forgotten: S. Hinman Bird, Princeton student, shows gratitude towards Robert L. Kidd for extending service during his automobile accident of 1905.

Nov. – Dec. 2001

The Old Hightstown Tannery:  The article describes the tannery behind Robert Purdy’s Shoe Shop of Stockton Street, as stated by Jacob Stults in 1884.  
Rushing and Caning: Invitation is made to join the Society in learning how to rush/cane a chair. 
The Bakery: History of Zehnder’s Bakery, which stood on the corner of Morristown Street (now Rogers Avenue) and Forman Streets, is presented beginning from the 1890s.  
Some Halloween Left-Overs:  Three bizarre historical stories involving death and “burial” are told from the late 1880s and early 1900s. 
An Historic Cane Finds its Way to Hightstown, An Interesting Relic of Early Universalism: On August 22nd, 1895 an ivory headed oak can belonging to the Rev. Abel C. Thomas of Hightstown was passed on to Rev. Edward G. Mason of the Universalist Church. The relic was attended by a letter which is reproduced in this article. 
A True Daughter of the American Revolution: An 1899 Hightstown Gazette article honoring Mrs. Nancy Clark Chamberlin, daughter of Middlesex County Minute Man Joseph Chamberlain is reproduced.  

Jan. – Feb. 2002
St. James A.M.E. Church, Hightstown, N.J.: The history of the church continues from the Jan. Feb 2001 issue with historical entries from 1898 to 1900. 

The Slave Princess: This is the story of a slave girl called Rachel (circa 1778) who was bought by Archibald Mercer, Millstone mill owner.  The accounts are reproduced from the Hightstown Gazette article of 1878, which in itself was a reproduction of another New Jersey newspaper. 

Some African-American Deaths:  Extending the efforts of Jan. – Feb. 2000 and Jan. – Feb. 2001 issues, the current issue cites 3 more articles from the 1870-1880 time periods to facilitate genealogical research of local African-American families.

Mar. – Apr. 2002

Longstreet Hall – Peddie School: History of the Longstreet Hall (built 1890) and the school itself is recounted.
The Many Homes of the Hightstown Gazette: History of the Gazette, its founders and its offices is presented with a photograph. 
British Bullet: An 1894 article describes the recovery of a bullet from the Hutchinson’s mill yard.

May. – Jun. 2002

Hutchinson Family Burial Plot – East Windsor Township William and Ann (Simpson) Hutchinson & Others:  Richard S. Hutchinson presents the history of his ancestor’s burial sites which is in one of the earliest grave sites in the East Windsor region. At the time of writing of the article the land was for sale. Two 1857 articles relating to the grave site are reproduced from the Village Record. 
The Medical Hall: A bottle is found in the attic by Curtis Crowell of Broad Street. The bottle shows the picture of “Cunningham’s Pharmacy. Medical Hall, Main and Stockton, Hightstown, New Jersey.” The article relates the history of the hall and estimates the bottle to be from the 1870/80 period. 
The Lord’s Meeting Day: A particular event of the Baptist Church’s “Lord’s Meeting Day”, always held in June, is recounted by an “Old Timer” of Hightstown. The recount is from March of 1911. 
Who Was Charles S. Walters and the Jr. O.U.A.M Lodge of Hightstown?: A gravestone in the Cedar Hill Cemetery curiously reads: “Charles. S. Walters – 1860-1894, Virtue, Liberty, and Patriotism presented by the Jr. O.U.A.M of NJ. A flag in every schoolhouse, a bible, and free text books within.” Hutchinson reports on the Walters, his funeral, the attendees, and the significance of the man’s life. 
Time Capsule Found in 1861: Joseph J. Ely reported in 1861 the discovery of a time capsule in the foundation of the “house in the township of Millstone… in which I was born, and lived…” His article relating the contents of the capsule is reproduced verbatim.

Sep. – Oct. 2002

Murder in Hightstown, 1776 (Part Two): The Death of Isaac Pearson: This article is a continuation of the Mar. – Apr. 1995 issue’s (not in table of contents) story regarding the alleged murder of Pearson. The current issue attempts to answer whether it actually was murder and how it happened.

Nov. - Dec. 2002

Hightstown Elections: Several elections of the region are historically narrated dating from 1860s to the 1890s. 
Update of the Medical Hall: An update to the May-Jun. 2002 story reports the discovery of another Medical Hall bottle. 
Hightstown Electric Lights: The history of the first test of the Electric project (1898), its cost, costs of lights, and the first customer is reported.

Jan. – Feb. 2003

More on Isaac Pearson: The Sep. Oct. 2002 story of the murder continues with further details. 

A Problem in Hightstown: Hutchinson reports on the hazards of the 1880s roadways namely wagon racing and speeding sleighs. He reminisces upon his own penchant for speed as a boy growing up in Hightstown in the 1940s and 50s.

Mar. – Apr. 2003

William Hight Revisited: The article regarding William Hight from Sep. – Oct. 1997 is expanded upon with further research findings. 

The Cedarville School House: Clara Burton did teach in a one room school on Cedarville Road (late 1700s?). The question is does it still exist and where is it? Hutchinson presents his research findings. 

Joseph Black:  Article about Joseph Black, employee of Isaac Pullen who was the owner of the nursery in the York road area in the 1800s. 

Canon Found in Cedarville: An 1897 Gazette article reports the discovery of the canon believed to be from the war of 1812. 

Abraham Lincoln Defends Former Hightstonian: 1867 article reports the use of a receipt in Lincoln’s own hand being used in the case of Abijah Anderson vs. Jesse Anderson  at the Mercer County Court. 

Abraham Lincoln: Lincoln tells a story to a rather uncompromising person seeking appointment. 

Hightstown 1895 Birds Eye Map Available:  The 20”X16”map is available for $20 at the Society. 

Nothing Has Changed: An 1867 article reports the actions of the Congressional Committee appointed to assess the pecuniary condition of Mrs. Lincoln after her husband’s death. 

Cranbury in the Philadelphia Papers: A 1915 Philadelphia Telegraph article relates the story of a Philadelphian traveling to Cranbury.
May – Jun. 2003

The Hometown New Jersey Militia – 1793: Extensive list of the New Jersey Militia broken down by units. 
Pension Increase Granted: Story of how Mrs. Sarah Sweeney’s pension was increased in 1912. She was 114 years of age at the time.

Sep. – Oct. 2003

Hutchinson Hall, Hightstown, NJ: This is the story of the building that presently stands at the corner of Main and Stockton. The property that originally stood at this location was built by John T. Hutchinson ca. 1820. It passed down to his son George Downs Hutchinson who lost the building to a ravaging fire in 1866. The present article reproduces the Hightstown Gazette report of that fire. After the fire the George Downs Hutchinson built the structure that stands today.

Nov. – Dec. 2003

Hightstown, New Jersey and Some Hight Family Connections: The article looks in depth at the Hights family of the greater Hightstown area by drawing upon public records and personal letters. Detailed historical information is given for Nicholas Hight, Orion R. Hight, John N. Hight, Nicholas Hight Jr., John and Mary Hight.

Jan. – Feb. 2004

Hightstown, New Jersey and Some Hight Family Connections (Continued from Nov. – Dec. 2003 Issue):  The Hights family history continues with historical information on Samuel Hight and Hutchinson’s correspondence with Dr, David Martin of Peddie who came into possession of some Hights family pictures (ca. 1870) donated by O. T. Hight in 1954.

Mar. – Apr. 2004

Hightstown, New Jersey and Some Hight Family Connections (Continued from Jan. – Feb. 2004 Issue):  The Hights family history continues with historical information on Samuel James Thompson Hight, Philip Hight, and their offspring.  Some photographs from the Peddie collection are reproduced in this issue.

May – Jun. 2004

The Missing Hightstown Businessman and his Ely House Connection: Details are presented regarding the 1892 disappearance of William S. Jemison who was the proprietor of the grocery and dry goods store on the corner of Main and Mercer Streets.

Sep. – Oct. 2004

An Early Hightstown School Slate: Hutchinson relates the story of a slate and its 1892 owner Charles H. Weller, husband of Jane V. Wyckoff. The slate was being auctioned on EBay and Hutchinson wins the auction.  

The “Harry L. Weller” Connection to Hightstown’s Old Village Schoolhouse: The article discusses the location, owners and pupils of the Morrison Street Female Seminary (1850) which was later purchased by Henry Weller (1901).

Nov. – Dec. 2004

There is Nothing Like Coming Home To Your Hometown: The article reproduces a nostalgic and reminiscent letter written to the Gazette in 1912 by former Hightstown resident Lue Reed Middlebrook then living in San Diego, California.

Jan. – Feb. 2005

‘Tis the Season … To Eat More Than You Should: Hutchinson’s tongue-in-cheek account of some corpulent funerals from the 1890s-1910s.

Mar. – Apr. 2005

The Secret Societies of Hightstown:  Hutchinson reports on the inception, earliest members, by-laws and some minutes of a secret society of Hightstown founded close to a hundred years ago. Its members still meet every month.

May – Jun. 2005

The Travels of the Herbert Family Chairs: The article begins with Mrs. Dale Grubb’s research into the life and chairs of chair-maker James Conover Herbert (1812-1893), who was her great-great-grandfather. Historical light is shed upon the life of James and his two sons.

Sep. – Oct. 2005

A Special President’s Message – A Tribute to Harold “Skip” Cox: The society president, Christian Kirkpatrick, pays tribute to the death of the former President of the Society and former Mayor of Hightstown, Dr. Harold Cox. 

My Life’s Experiences Knowing Skip: Hutchinson reminisces upon his childhood and adult life experiences with Harold Cox.

Nov. – Dec. 2005
A Trip out West: The article presents a record of travel of Elias Danser, Isaac I. Ely and others, seized by Western fever as they travel 737 miles in just one month in 1826.  The article continues in the Jan. – Feb. 2006 issue.

Jan. – Feb. 2006

A Trip out West: The travelogue continues from the Nov. – Dec. 2005 issue with a letter from Hezekiah and Elizabeth Mount reporting the deaths of Ely and Danser and Hutchinson’s research. 

Abraham Lincoln and his Hightstown Connections: Hutchinson reports, citing research from Hightstown Gazette and several books on New Jerseys’ heritage, how Samuel Lincoln, Mordecai Lincoln and John Lincoln are tied to Hightstown’s history.   The article continues in the next issue.

Mar. – Apr. 2007 ?? 2006??
Abraham Lincoln and his Hightstown Connections: Hutchinson continues with his research findings related to Lincoln’s ancestral connection with Hightstown.   

Underground Railroad Quilt: A quilt, created by Carole Nelson and others shows the “signals” of the Underground Railroad which may have stopped at Hightstown as the town was home to the C&A Railroad and John Bull that ran on it (c.f. Mar. – Apr. 1998 Society). 

Civil War Orphans 1865-1871: Excerpt from The Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey reporting upon the demise of James Appleget in 1864 and the family he left behind.  

May – Jun. 2006

Redford Job, His Land Development Scheme & Cook Street: Hutchinson presents the historical account of Redford Job (1779-1850), mill owner; James and William Cook, businessman and C&A Engineer respectively, and how their names have become associated with the streets in Hightstown that exist today. 

C. Allen Ely Drafting/Field Table Comes to The Society: The drafting and field survey table owned by Allen C. Ely is donated to the Society by his great nephew Charles Stults Jr.

Sep. – Oct. 2006

Underground Railroad “Station” Identified: The uncertainty regarding Hightstown being a stop on the Underground Railroad (c.f. Mar. – Apr. 2007) is removed as Hutchinson, through some fancy detective work unveils the Ely House “near Hightstown” to have been a station on the railroad.  

A Sign of the Times: An 1898 sign is depicted showing the no cycling law of Hightstown.

Nov. – Dec. 2006
The Cherokee Strip Run of 1893: The article reproduces Samuel Hight’s (1803-1887) first-hand account of the land rush through the Cherokee Strip toward the Oklahoma Territory. 

P. K. Hight and Hight Sisters, Flora and Anna: The Hights family members' accounts of the Cherokee Land Rush continue as P.K. Hight and his sisters, then residents of Arkansas, relate the events of that day.

Jan. – Feb. 2007

Hightstown’s Early Railroading Family: The article reproduces the 1909 interview of 86 years old Captain John. W. P. West, progenitor of a Hightstown railroading family, and a Trenton Newspaper. Hutchinson also adds his research findings and several pictures to the interview.

Mar. – Apr. 2007

MISSING

May – Jun. 2007
Turmoil In Hightstown, Or, the Origins of a Fire Department (This is a continuation of the story printed in the Jan. – Feb. 2007 issue): The article reports upon the aftermath of the fire of 1866 that ravaged the town center (c.f. Sep. – Oct. 2003) and leads to the formation of the Fire Department.
Sep. – Oct. 2007

MISSING

Nov. – Dec. 2007

Turmoil In Hightstown, Or, the Origins of a Fire Department This is a continuation of the story printed in the Sep. – Oct. 2007 issue. Hutchinson recounts the Hightstown Fire Department’s involvement in the fires of Jan. 1888, Mar. 1888, Feb. 1890, Jun. 1890, and Sep. 1890.
This index was compiled by Z. Sayeed, Volunteer ( 2008), and J. Worringer (2008 ongoing)
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